
 

 

  

The Cherokee Rose 
April 2019 Elizabeth Van-Rensburg, President 

The Newsletter for the GFWC Woman’s Club of Palatka  

 

April Blessings Ladies, 

It's hard to know where to begin. Our most recent financial report shows the 

Club assets at over eighteen thousand dollars. Our Treasurer no longer holds her 

breath as she pays the monthly bills! We just sent a check to GFWC Florida for 

Operation Smile - $1,200.00. What beautiful smiles that will provide and a 

resounding well done to all of us!  

At this month's board meeting we approved an exterior soapy face lift. Our 

historic clubhouse will be cleaned from the bottom to the top (roof) including 

the windows. We also bought in to creating a mini orchard of fruit trees on the 

property - sponsoring the trees are Dee, Michele, Mary, Kay, Helen and me. 

There's only one more tree available, call me if you would like your name on it!  

I want to thank those who stepped up to my New Member Challenge last month 

and those who plan to do so by bringing friends to the April luncheon. Welcome 

to the GFWC Women's Club of Palatka Janet Martin, Linda Brent and Mindy 

Estep!  

The clubhouse grounds are looking better and better - did you know nearly fifty 

azaleas have been recently planted?!? Our second Wednesday morning 

gardening team is knocking it out of the park!  

I'm off to GFWC Florida Spring Convention in the morning. If they give me 

Presidential Brag Time, I hope they won't limit me to a half and hour... 

We. Are. AWESOME! 

Elizabeth  

P.S. On one note that is not bright, as your President, I totally dropped the ball. Regarding reporting 

on a Distrct 4 level, I misunderstood the process. As a result, our achievements were not judged. I 

truly apologize. It won't happen again - fingers crossed (knees and toes as well) on a State level.  
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Life is 
Like 

Riding a 
Bicycle, 
To Stay 
Up, you 
must 
Keep 

Moving 
- Albert 
Einstein  
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Conservation 

 Our Browns Landing Cleanup is Coming up! 

It is moved one week earlier – Saturday, 

May 18th from 10:00 am to 12:00 noon. 

Please call Ramicah for more information 

at 386-538-2347. This ends up being so 

much fun!  

For our Free Little Library, we do need 

some more children's and teen books, but 

we have plenty for adults. Please drop 

books off at the Habitat office, 2506 Crill 

Avenue, Palatka, FL 32177. 

Ramicah, Conservation Chair 

Department Reports 

Ramicah Johnson 

 
   ! "   -          ! "   -          ! "   -       

The Woman’s Club of Palatka is continuing to 

grow with new members!  We would like to 

welcome Mindy Estep and Linda Brent to our 

club. We look forward to working together 

and developing friendships that will last a 

lifetime! 

As Members, I hope that we embrace the 

pledge to our club which states, “Esteeming 

it is a privilege to belong to the Woman’s 

Club of Palatka, I will be loyal to its methods, 

carefully guarding its reputation, and striving 

to increase its influence so long as I retain my 

membership.” 

 

If you are interested in a Club Shirt, please 

contact Lucy May, 386-336-1089 

Club Shirts:  ¾ length sleeve blouse, green 

and white striped, with an emblem and club 

name.  

Sizes: Small -XL $25.00           1X-3X $28.00  

 Please pay for the shirt in advance.  

 

Any member needing a replacement name 

badge please contact Lucy May. The cost is 

$12.50. 

Lucy May, Membership Chair 

Membership 

 
Lucy May 

 

Arts 
Debra Daniels 

 State Convention was very exciting for our 

talented club. We collectively won 3 Blue 

ribbons, an honorable Letter and a second 

place ribbon.  Congratulations! 

Deb Daniels, Arts Chair 

*What Deb did not mention was that she 

won Best In Show at the State Convention!  

This was out of 444 entries! 

Congratulations Deb! 
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Please join us … for April, we are visiting 

the 5th Monday, April 29th from 3:00 to 

4:00pm.   This change was made due to 

Easter celebrations. 

The Center is located at 110 Kay Larkin 

Drive, Palatka, Florida 32177. We enter 

at the far left entrance, with the double 

glass doors. This entrance is right beside 

Kay Larkin Dr. which goes beside the 

Solaris building off St. John’s Ave. The 

memory unit is not at this entrance. 

Debbie Brauneck 

Press  

Home Life 

 
Linda Bremkamp 

 

 

Department Reports 

Linda Priest 

 
Hey You!  Yes, you…do you know of anything 

news worthy going on in the club?  Are there 

any upcoming events that we need to get out 

to the community?  Is there anything you 

would like to see in the newsletter?  Your Press 

Secretary needs input! LOL  Seriously, please 

remember to give me a heads up on things at 

least 2 weeks in advance so I have time to get 

the word out there for you, for us.  I am already 

looking for things happening in May.  Call me, 

text me, Facebook message me…let’s work 

together to let everyone know what a great 

club we have. 

Linda Priest cell: 904-806-2866  email: 

lwbp1@aol.com 

 

Website 

 
Dee Parker 

 The GFWC Woman’s Club of Palatka Website is 

a great resource for you and for you to share 

with friends! 

New and exciting additions to our website: 

Membership Luncheons! 

New for this year is the option to order and 

pay for your luncheon online. 

http://www.gfwcpalatka.com/check-out 

Go to the Check Out area of the website, scroll 

down and click on the beautiful photo of a 

luncheon table.  

Special Events!  

Purchasing tickets for special events at the 

Club has never been easier.  Already up and 

ready is the option to purchase tickets for the 

Dinner and a Comic.  

http://www.gfwcpalatka.com/check-out 

Dee Parker has constructed a wonderful 

and updated website – Check it Out! 

Success! Azalea Sales - we purchased 

100 more azaleas, sold some, made a 

small profit, and we planted around 40 

plants at the clubhouse.  

http://www.gfwcpalatka.com/check-out
http://www.gfwcpalatka.com/check-out
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Patti Workens 

 
Happy Spring Ladies! Our upcoming luncheon will benefit the 

Wounded  Warrior Project and I am excited to have Jennifer 

Mackinday representing the Wounded Warrior Project as our 

speaker. After Jennifer’s presentation we will present her with 

the in kind items that the Women’s Club members have 

donated to benefit our signature charity The Wounded Warrior 

Project! Hope to see everyone at this luncheon! 

 Just a note for the upcoming year, the Celebrate America 

event, that honors our veterans,  has been changed to 

Thursday, November 14, 2019 instead of a date in February. I 

hope we can have a better turn out this year and the members 

of the club support this event by attending! 

 Any questions, contact me: 

 Patti Workens, Public Issues Chair 

904-864-0488 

  

 

Newsletter 

 
Nicole Grace 

 
The Cherokee Rose is the 

monthly (June and July 

editions are published as 

one Summer Edition) 

newsletter for member of 

the GFWC Woman’s Club of 

Palatka.  The publication is 

designed for electronic 

viewing, and is graphics 

heavy.  Please request a 

“Printable” copy if needed.  

Included in each edition is a 

letter from our President, a 

guide to Department Chairs, 

a calendar of events, 

Department Reports, fun 

information and pictures 

from events.  We are happy 

to include pictures from 

Club events and personal 

photos that include our 

incredible club members. 

All members are welcome 

and encouraged to 

contribute.  The next 

deadline for publication is 

May    6th.  Please email 

nicolejanel@yahoo.com . 

Thank you! Nicole 

 

 

 
 

Department Reports 

Public Issues 

Education   
Helen Muir 

 
We have been reading weekly at Round Lake Academy. The 

students are so happy to see us and you can't help but smile the 

entire time you are there. Several members have completed 

training and we are in the process of scheduling another 

training, so give me a call at 904-501-2313 if you are interested 

in reading to little ones! 

Scholarship Forms have been sent out from the PCSD to 

counselors and are available online from the PCSD website. 

http://putnamschools.org/students__families/career_counseling/scholarships 

Helen Muir, Education Chair 

mailto:nicolejanel@yahoo.com
http://putnamschools.org/students__families/career_counseling/scholarships
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Remember, reservations may be made and paid for on our website at 

http://www.gfwcpalatka.com/check-out 
 

 

 

GFWC Woman’s Club oF Palatka 

 Membership Luncheon 

Please Join Us  

Thursday, the 18th  of April 

Social Hour 11:30 am until Noon 

Luncheon & Meeting 12 noon 

600 South 13th Street 

RSVP & $12.00 Fee applies 

 

Baked Ham, Scalloped Potatoes, carrot soufflé  Deviled 

eggs, spinach salad, relish tray, with coconut cake 

Our Luncheon on Thursday, April 19th promises to be very interesting.  Our guest 

speaker will be Jennifer Mackinday.  She will share with us her firsthand experience 

being a caregiver for her brother who sustained multiple injuries while serving in the 

Army in Iraq.  She was not prepared for the bureaucratic red tape, numerous medical 

appointments as well as the challenges of meeting her brother’s new daily needs as he 

adjusted to his “new normal.”  Help came in the form of The Wounded Warriors 

Project.  Through this organization she learned that she was not alone and there were 

people and programs to help her brother.  She has co-authored a book, Friends for Life: 

Strangers Brought Together by the War in Iraq.  Please join us on Thursday at 11:30 

a.m. and help us welcome Jennifer to our club. 

 

http://www.gfwcpalatka.com/check-out
http://www.superyam.net/portfolio/?state=5772558357850410529
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Happy Birthday 

 Events Calendar 
 

Monday, April  1st    11:30am Book Club – ESO Sorority 
Thursday, April 4th     9:30- 10:30am Board Meeting 
Wednesday, April 10th  9:30- 10:30am Clubhouse Grounds Cleanup   
  Pop Up Garden Party 
Thursday, April 11th  7:00 pm Dinner & A Comic 
Thursday, April  21st  11:30am Membership Luncheon 
Monday, April  29th   3:00 -  4:00pm Assisted Living Visit  
Thursday, May  2nd     9:30- 10:30am Board Meeting 
Monday, May 6th   11:30am Book Club – ESO Sorority 
Wednesday, May 8th   9:30- 10:30am Clubhouse Grounds Cleanup   
  Pop Up Garden Party 
Thursday, May 16th   11:30am Membership Luncheon 
Saturday, May 18th 10am-12Noon Brown’s Landing Cleanup 
Monday, June  3rd     11:30am Book Club – ESO Sorority 
Thursday, June 6th     9:30- 10:30am Board Meeting 
 
    
 
 

 
 

     APRIL 
 

Helen Muir, April 4th 
Karen Venables, April 16th  
Debra Daniels, April 17th   
Lynn Phinney, April 19th 
Joan Morris, April 23rd 
Cynthia Adams, April 26th 
Kay Register, April 28th  
 

    May 
 

Jane Mason  5-1 
Susan Hardy  5-6 
Edna May Rivers  5-13 
Veronica Guckiean,   5-19 
Arleen Maier  5-19 
Jacqueline Moles  5-31 
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Carwash Tickets 
160 US Hwy 17 South 

 East Palatka, FL 

Monday –Friday 9:00am – 5:30pm 

Saturday 8:30am - 3:00pm 

Purchase a ticket from GFWC Woman’s Club of 

Palatka for $10 for a car wash at Sunset Point Car 

Wash. Ticketed service includes exterior wash and 

interior clean.  

Contact Edna Rivers. 
 

May 6thst Book Club –  

Catch up with the best books to read! 

First Mondays Each Month 11:30a.m. to 12:30p.m.  

Contact Nicole for Information 
 

ESO Sorority selection …. Lord of the Flies. William Golding  brings us amidst 

a group of schoolboys stranded on an island. Published after World War II, this 

classic explores  questions about human nature and the question of war, justice, 

reasoning and group motivation. 

Ε Σ Ο 

ESO (Epsilon Sigma Omicron) is an honorary educational sorority open to all per-capita 
paying GFWC Federated club members.  It was started by the Indiana Federation of Clubs in 

1928, followed by Washington State in 1930.  There are now 35 states with chapters. 
The Florida chapter of ESO is the “Sigma” Chapter and was started in 1953 under the Administrative Agency 

of the Extension Division, Florida State University, Florida State Library. The purpose of ESO is to provide 
clubwomen with a structured reading program to promote individual educational pursuits and stimulate a 

desire for self-improvement. 

 A library of donations of books on the ESO Reading List will be 
available to members at luncheons.  In this way we will be truly 

encouraging and assisting our sisters.  
 

We all have our 

time machines, 

don’t we. Those 

that take us back are 

memories, those 

that carry us 

forward, are dreams  

– H.G. Wells 

. 
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Who Doesn’ t Like Saving Money? 
By Linda Priest 

In March our focus was on conservation.  But we should be conscious of preserving and conserving 

our resources all year.  We all know that conserving our resources and reducing our footprint on the 

earth is something we all should be doing for the good of our planet but it can also be good for our 

monthly budgets.  How you ask?  Let’s discuss using less electricity which not only benefits our 

planet but it boosts the budget by spending less.  Here are some easy tips for reducing your 

monthly electric bill, using less electricity and conserving our energy resources. 

1. The simplest reduction in power usage is to set the thermostat at 78 degrees or higher in 

the summer when cooling and 68 degrees or lower when using heat.  Taking it a step further, try 

setting the thermostat higher when using the air conditioning system when you leave the house 

and no one is home.  Setting it at 85 degrees will keep the AC from running as much and will keep 

the humidity down in the house.  When you return, set it back to 78 degrees and without built-up 

humidity, the interior of your home will cool more quickly.  Also closing blinds when the sun is 

shining on windows will reduce the amount of heat that enters the house during summer.  In 

winter, when you leave the house, set the thermostat lower.  Try it at night when you go to bed, 

too.  Just three degrees can make a difference on your monthly electric bill.  In winter, when the 

sun is shining on those windows, open the blinds and let the heat enter the house.  These steps 

cost no money and when implemented can become a healthy habit for the earth we live on and 

our budgets.  It is a win-win. 

2. Checking your heating/air conditioning filter monthly is another good habit to get into.  

Why not do it when you receive your electric bill?  Clean or replace the filter if it is dirty.  A dirty 

filter reduces the efficiency of the heat/air conditioning and winds up costing more money on the 

electric bill and can lead to costly repairs on the heat and cooling system. 

3. Have your heat and cooling unit serviced annually, bi-annually is even better, to keep it 

working efficiently and ward off costly break-downs. 

4. When buying new appliances, look at the energy rating on the label.  Normally the more 

energy efficient appliances are more expensive but you can recover the additional cost by savings 

in your electric bill. 

5. The hot water heater is a power consuming appliance.  Try keeping it set at no higher than 

120 degrees.  If you can put it on a timer to turn it off while you are away or sleeping, it would save 

you quite a bit monthly.  The timer would turn the heater on in time for hot water to be available 

when you need it. 

6. Exhaust fans can help lower your energy costs by removing humidity during summer and 

winter.  Make sure the exhaust fan it turned on while bathing or cooking and leave it on for about 

20 minutes after you have finished cooking or bathing giving it time to remove the excess moisture 

produced while cooking or bathing. 

7. We don’t often need a fireplace in Florida for heating our home.  While a wonderful 

feature, it can be the cause of tremendous energy loss.  When not in use, keep the damper closed 

to prevent cooled or heated air from being drafted up the chimney and out of the house. 

8. And that extra fridge in the garage?  If it is an older model it could be costing you an extra 

$40.00 a month to run.  If you don’t need it all the time, unplug it until you do need it. 

There you have…8 simple steps to conserve energy and save money, most of which do not cost you 

any additional money.  Good for your bank account and good for our planet.  Happy saving, 

everyone.  
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Face to Remember, Portraits of World War II and Holocaust Survivors, 

Agnes Lopez, Photography March 4th through April 15th in the Fine Arts 

Gallery. 

An Evening of Dance, April 11 through 14th – Thursday through Saturday 

7:30 pm and Sunday 2:30pm 
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Florida’s Natural Treasures 

By Linda Priest  

Robert A. Mattson, a Senior Environmental Scientist with the St. Johns Water Management District, 

was our guest speaker at our March luncheon.  His interesting and educational presentation brought 

home the importance of our springs, what effects them and ways to better protect them for the 

continued enrichment of our lives and the lives of the next generation.   

Florida has one of the largest concentrations of freshwater springs on Earth, with more than 700 

springs within its boundaries. There are 148 known springs within the St. Johns River Water 

Management District.  Springs are windows into the Florida Aquifer, our state’s underground water 

system from which we draw 90% of our drinking water.  If a spring becomes unhealthy, there is a 

high potential there is issue with the aquifer somewhere in the recharge area for the spring.  A 

recharge area can be miles away from the spring.  A recharge area is where water is gathered, 

mainly from rainfall, and begins a journey to the aquifer and eventually to the spring. 

Spring flow is closely tied to rainfall, and record low rainfall over the past decade in many areas of 

Florida caused many springs to experience reductions in flow from historic levels. Two of the largest 

sources of water for our springs are hurricanes and tropical depressions of which Florida has 

experienced a decrease over the last decade or so.  A reduction in fresh water to our springs causes 

the increase in the concentration of pollutants such as nitrates and phosphorous from fertilizers.  As 

the levels of pollutants increase, it affects the flora and fauna, some of which is unique to a particular 

spring, causing an increase in algal growth which in turn causes a decrease in the native submersed 

vegetation, which causes a decrease in the fish population of the spring.  

Some pollutants you may not have even considered such as the effect of pharmaceuticals that we 

consume.  If they pass through a waste treatment plant, they will eventually wind up in the aquifer 

and then the springs fed by the aquifer.  There are studies being conducted now to determine the 

amount of threat to fauna inhabiting the springs.  Springs are a popular recreation destination for 

residents and tourists alike. Our twelve state parks that are named for springs attracted over two 

million visitors in 2001 ($7 million in annual revenue in these 12 state parks).  Of those two million 

visitors, how many wore sun screen while swimming, snorkeling, rafting, diving or tubing?  We may 

not think of it but active ingredients in sun screens are considered over-the-counter drugs. 

What I took away from the program is that we all are responsible for this natural resource.  We can 

all be more mindful of the amount of chemical fertilizer we use on our lawns and gardens as well as 

how much water we use.  We can use natural fertilizers such as composts, gather rainfall to be used 

for watering are plants and gardens, plant vegetation that is native to the areas we live and more 

tolerant of the amounts of rainfall natural to our area, use natural, not dyed or chemically treated, 

mulch…I am sure, if we think about it, research and learn more, we each can come up with ways 

that we can do our part in protecting our springs that have a tremendous environmental, economic, 

aesthetic and historic value so that our children, grandchildren and generations to come can enjoy 

what we may have once taken for granted or not given much thought to.  

.  

give up on that dream becoming a reality. 
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  Azaleas on Our Minds 

By Linda Priest 

Once again this fund raiser brought in much needed monies to enable our club to continue 

working in our community to better the lives of those we reach.  This fund raiser started 7 years 

ago as a mission of Jeanette Drew, Betty Tyson and Alice Cooper.  These ladies were looking for a 

way to return to the roots of Palatka.  They chose to grow azaleas because Palatka was originally 

known as the “Azalea City” and these ladies wanted it to keep that beautiful title.  The azalea 

sale started as a way of beautifying the community.  They began the first year by trying to grow 

azaleas from cuttings. It wasn’t long before they realized they would need a supplier in order to 

impact both our club and our community in a positive manner.  To date, approximately 9,000 

azaleas have been sold into the community and surrounding counties such as Clay and St. Johns 

Counties.  While it has become more of a fund raiser in recent years, it was a mission to keep 

claim to Palatka’s title, “Azalea City”, and beautify our community.  The azaleas not only give 

beauty to the environment, they also attract bees which are becoming fewer in numbers due to 

poisons and pollution.  I am proud that we are still carrying on the goal of these ladies today.  

The azalea sales have made enough money to cover 13 scholarships.  I would like to think the 

ladies who began this mission would be immensely pleased. 

This year a new venue was tried, we actually took preorder sales through our website where not 

only were orders taken but they could be paid for as well.  This accomplishment was no small 

feat and we owe Dee Parker’s nephew, Jacob MacGibbon, a standing ovation for his work on the 

website and the brochures.  He did an outstanding job and without him, the on-line sales would 

not have been possible. One thousand azaleas were sold this year between the preorders and 

on-site sales.  We should applaud the efforts of everyone who emailed the brochures and/or 

shared them on Facebook.  Not only were the brochures shared on Facebook, there were other 

clever “advertising” posts shared by members and their friends and family.  All of this digital 

activity along with event releases on radio stations and in the Palatka Daily News drove buyers to 

our website and our club house for their purchases. 

Continued recognition goes to Dee Parker for all her efforts with the website and coordination of 

the sale as well as those who helped with the unloading, sorting and manning the pickups and 

sales of the azaleas at the club: Dee and her husband, Terry, Elizabeth van Rensburg, Helen Muir, 

her sister Mary, and daughter, Nicole Grace, Corky Daniel, Kaitlyn Grace, Patrick  Grace, Lucy 

May, Cheri Cruden, Diana Phillips, Olga Mason, Debbie Brauneck, Ramicah  Johnson, Kay 

Register, LaNora Robinson and Edna Rivers who collected the money from the sales on Friday. 

And last but certainly not least, thank you to everyone who purchased azaleas.  We can all be 

proud of the team work that led to another successful fund raiser for the club.  
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Who Knew Resort Wear Could Be 

So Much Fun?   

By Linda Priest 

Lights, cameras and glamour 

were abounding during the 

fashion show held on Friday, 

March 8, 2019 at our clubhouse.  

We had quite a turn out for the 

event as we welcomed Tiffany 

and her staff of Resort Fashions 

by Tiffany.  Our own members 

Jane Mason, Dawn Rawls, 

Michelle Kiriloff, Olga Mason, 

Dee Parker and Helen Muir 

modeled selected ensembles 

ranging from eye catching sun 

dresses to palazzo pants and “to 

die for” tops whose finishing 

touches included dazzling 

necklaces and summer hats.   

The luncheon was prepared by 

our newly formed Hospitality 

Two team and featured such 

delectable as gourmet chicken 

salad and fresh strawberries 

topped by freshly made whipped 

cream.   

The models did such a fine job 

that the trunk sale following the 

show was a roaring success. 

Judging by the laughter and 

comments of the attendees and 

models alike, I would say that all 

had a great time and are looking 

forward to Tiffany’s return for 

next year’s fashion show.  

 

Events –
 Fashion Show
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