
 

 

  

The Cherokee Rose 
January 2019 Elizabeth Van-Rensburg, President 

The Newsletter for the GFWC Woman’s Club of Palatka  

 

Greetings Ladies, 

As we come to the end of what is laughingly called winter in Florida, I wish you 

all a happy February. The Club calendar is full of fun fundraisers that I know 

you'll be helping to promote! Our Raffle is back this year and we have from 

the end of the month to the beginning of June to sell, sell, sell tickets! Jane is 

in charge of getting tickets in your hands and is looking for a call from you. She 

also has a sign-up sheet for the Azalea Festival that is calling out your name... 

We will also be spreading the word about Azaleas For the Community - one 

thousand gorgeous plants are available for purchase on our Club website! 

Lunch and a Fashion Show is set for March. Dinner and a Comic is set for April. 

An Encore performance of Dinner and a Murder is being planned for May! All 

three fundraisers will be rolled out online and fliers are being created. 

Consider yourself invited to our monthly Gardening Party at the Clubhouse - 

the 2nd Wednesday from 9-11am. Bring heavy duty bags, gloves and a garden 

tools please! 

When you see a Sunrise Rotary member be sure to give them a giant thank 

you for completing rebuilding the ramp and stairs at the Little House! We are 

blessed to have a partnership with this truly giving group of individuals... 

Be sure to read Linda Priest's article on 2018 Club Projects - then give yourself 

a big pat on the back because The GFWC Woman's Club of Palatka ROCKS!!! 

Mark your calendars for GFWC Florida Convention in Orlando the first 

weekend in April - I can't wait! If you're interested in learning more about it, 

give me a call! 

 

Enjoy this beautiful day! 

Elizabeth van Rensburg  
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GFWC Women’s Club of Palatka 2018  

By Linda Priest 
 

In a word, how would you describe the GFWC Women’s Club of Palatka?  I would say, 

“Community.” What is community?  There are a couple of definitions of community and both can 

be exemplified by our Women’s Club. We are familiar with the fact that community can refer to a 

group of people living in the same place or sharing the same characteristics.  However, 

community can also be a feeling of fellowship with others, as a result of sharing common 

attitudes, interests, and goals.  After reviewing a year of narratives, I feel the Women’s Club of 

Palatka is the epitome of community. 

We are part of a much larger group of Women’s Clubs from district to national. Together, the 

members of these clubs have accomplished much to better and improve not only those within our 

borders but internationally as well. While I am proud to be a part of this noble group, it is my local 

club that I can more fully understand and of which I can speak.  

During the past year we have worked together to bring change not only to our local community 

but also our international community.  The work has not been easy and oftentimes was 

challenging, yet our members were not daunted by the obstacles facing them.  It is said there is 

strength in numbers.  Then I say we are few but we are mighty.  We have overcome the 

unexpected challenge of hurricane damage to normal wear and tear suffered by our club house, 

a local landmark that not only houses our meetings but also provides a space used by our 

community. Our members have found many ways to raise revenue for this maintenance. Working 

together, the financial needs have been met resulting in this beautiful example of southern 

architecture being able to serve our club and the residents of Putnam County for years to come.  

I am proud of our club and its members.  We have a diversified group with interests in the Arts, 

History, Public Issues, Public Relations, Home Life, Education, and Conservation.  These 

interests have been “put to work” by the leaders in these areas and the members who have found 

a place to serve in these groups.  Their compassionate concerns and passionate involvement 

ranged from visiting those in local nursing homes, education and public awareness of domestic 

violence in our own community, to children in third world countries needing surgery to repair cleft 

palates or children who might not have anything for Christmas and who might never know 

Christian love that asks nothing in return.  

To the rescue came Operation Smile and Operation Christmas Child. Together, 41 shoeboxes 

were collected.  It was wonderful to be part of this national effort that collected well over 1 million 

boxes to be shipped overseas.  To date, we have managed to collect enough money to fund 

numerous operations for beautiful smiles – giving us all a reason to smile.  Some of these 

collections were received in traditional ways, face to face with those the members knew or came 

in contact with or members who saved change and miscellaneous dollar bills (or higher 

denominations) throughout the month and brought the collections to the luncheons where they 

were added to the other monies in the account for these surgeries.  Yet a surprising amount of  
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GFWC Women’s Club of Palatka 2018 continued 

By Linda Priest 

the money raised came from online donations.  It was a successful new way (for our club) of 

reaching out to more people.  We are learning more about how to use the Internet to further our 

Women’s Club endeavors. 

An ongoing outreach is to the Lee Conlee House, a shelter for abused and battered women and 

their children.  Domestic violence is unfortunately a part of our community as well as others 

around the world.  Our members are not sitting doing nothing about it.  Donations of clothing, 

blankets, toys and other items are collected whenever we are made aware of the need.  Part of 

preventing violence is to be aware of where and how it can happen.  Our club sponsored & 

hosted a self-defense course through the Palatka Police Department who enlisted aid from their 

own officers as well as local martial arts experts.  We reached not only our members but the 

community from participants to instructors. .At least once a year we have guest speakers from 

the community who come to our meetings and further educate us on the topic and issues 

pertaining to domestic violence.  Once we have a base of knowledge, we are better equipped to 

help others in our community.  I once read that knowledge is power.  Hopefully our outreaches 

will empower women to escape violent situations and lifestyles that continue to make them 

victims.  

Community within community. It’s not just about us…I would say the members of the Women’s 

Club of Palatka have, in the past year, become more of a community within our own club.  New  

members, existing members and candidates for membership are being enlightened as to what 

our club has to offer them for personal growth and community involvement.  I have been a 

member for several years, always struggling to find a place to belong, an answer to the question, 

“Why am I member of the Women’s Club?”  For me, this year has been an exciting journey 

learning why I am a member, which all began at our annual September Membership Tea.  During 

that tea Mary Powell and Theresa Crocket were invited to give an overview of GFWC and District 

4, and our local department chairs were on hand to further share with us the CSP programs and 

sign-up sheets so we could get started right away before the inspiration fizzled!  I had no idea 

how far reaching the GFWC and our Women’s Club is.  I found my place to belong and with the 

help of other members, I am finding more ways to participate.  I was able to go beyond the walls 

of our club house, into the community and involve others in our various projects.  I lost track of 

how many times I heard someone say, “I didn’t know the Women’s Club does that.”  

As each member becomes involved and informed, she becomes a Women’s Club diplomat in the 

community.  It’s in that capacity that we will all grow beyond our current understanding of those 

around us, the community at large and its needs that together we can meet.  As we learn to 

partner with other Women’s Clubs within our county as well as other civic organizations, we are 

bettering those we reach.  As each success is spread abroad into the community, a momentum is 

gained in public awareness and hopefully expanded membership.  Each new member brings with 

them creative ways to help our club help others.  This year we welcomed nineteen new members! 

We are not large in number, so these nineteen members were quite a boon to our club.  
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  GFWC Women’s Club of Palatka 2018 continued 

By Linda Priest 

Every month this year has been history in the making.  So the details are not lost, documentation 

for the future has been well noted in newsletters, reports, social media and scrapbooks.  Our 

physical scrapbooks are an amazing collection of our club’s history.  Our digital recordings of our 

club’s activities aren’t shabby either!  I am thankful to the ladies who dedicate themselves to the 

endeavor of preserving the history of our club. 

As with any club, the challenge is to make the community in which the club exists aware of who 

we are and what we do.  Events open to the community at large is one way to introduce our club 

to the public.  We have participated in the local Veteran’s Day parade, hosted a self-defense 

class, worked with other clubs in our community, such as the Sunrise Rotary and the Keep 

Putnam Beautiful organization (a Keep America Beautiful project) for the betterment of our 

residents.  We brought attention to our club with two highly anticipated annual fundraisers. Our 

smoked pork butts are pre-sold and smoked by a county commissioner (more community 

involvement) and are so delicious that we always are sold out and people are clamoring for 

more!  Our other annual fundraiser involves a semi-truck filled with five different varieties of 

azaleas in gallon size pots, which are pre-sold during the year and made available at our club 

house for pickup the same day as the pork butt sale.  We reached beyond our walls into the 

community, in partnership with our sister clubs in Welaka and Crescent City, in a breast cancer 

fundraiser that brought in over $10,000 in locally raised donations.  Go ladies and go Putnam 

County!  As a county, we may be economically challenged but the generosity of our residents is 

beyond measure.  We partnered with a local car wash, Sunset Point Car Wash and our members 

bought $10.00 tickets for their personal use, for gifting and for selling.  Our club kept half the 

proceeds.  We partnered with the Lions Club International in collecting prescription eyeglasses 

throughout the year which were given to those in need.  One collection taken by our president 

netted two hundred pairs!  Talk about the power of partnership!  

To be more involved, together as members and in our community, we weekly visited residents in 

nursing homes, held an evening of free public entertainment in honor of Veterans during our 

annual Celebrate America Program, and we consistently supported two local theater groups, the 

River City Players and the newly established Purple Plum Players as well as the Florida School 

of the Arts and the Palatka High Musical Theater.  We had a busy year, as you can read, and 

time and space do not permit an inclusive list of what the Women’s Club of Palatka accomplished 

in the past year.  The value of our members is that we realized our strengths and weaknesses 

and banded together to make our club’s endeavors this past year successful.  After all, it is not 

about us individually, it is about community.  It is about the collective giving of ourselves for the 

benefit of others near and abroad. 
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Conservation 

 Thanks to all the ladies, and George 

Crawford, for attending the first clean up 

of the Brown's Landing Boat Ramp.  If I 

counted correctly, we had 14 people that 

helped!   

And, a very special thanks to Lynn Currie 

for hosting us after the clean up with 

chicken salad sandwiches and mimosas!  

She also provided a tour of her beautiful 

historic home in the same location.  

Please join us visiting  the residents of 

Palatka Health Care Center every 4th 

Monday of the month from 3:00 to 4:00p.m.   

The Center is located at 110 Kay Larkin 

Drive, Palatka, Florida 32177, we enter at 

the Memory Care Unit entrance.   

Linda Bremkamp 

 

Department Reports 

Home Life 

 

Ramicah Johnson 

 

Linda Bremkamp 

 

In the next several months, we will begin to 

see new growth on the plants and trees in 

our area.  Just as God’s creation begins to 

grow by putting on new leaves and flowers. 

We must continue to grow as well, as 

individuals and as a club.  I believe that we 

as a club have worked together and done 

great things in bringing in new members. I 

am very excited to see all the new faces at 

our meetings and at the different club 

functions. Let’s continue that same 

momentum as we move forward. 

As our Club Motto states “Why Stay On This 

Earth Unless To Grow?”  Browning  

In keeping with that quote, I have great 

news!  Please help me welcome Cheri 

Cruden and Lela Deputy.   I know they will 

be a great asset to our club.  

 

Please remember anyone wanting one of 

our green and white club shirts.  Please see 

Lucy May. 

Small – XL shirts are $25.00 

1X – 3X shirts are $28.00 

 

Membership 

 
Lucy May 

 

Arts 
Joan Wukotich 

 
Wood flower assembly 

February 23, 2019 at 11:00am 

No charge, just bring your glue gun and 

sticks!!! Just for Fun!!! 

On Saturday the 26th, at the Palatka Little 

House for a clay glass class. All went great 

till we didn’t have an oven, our fearless 

President stepped up and we all 

caravanned to her home to finish the 

project. While waiting we enjoyed some 

brie, wine, crackers, goat cheese and each 

others’ company! Great morning, thanks 

ladies!  You’re all great students.  I’d do all 

over again.  Deb Daniels 
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Press  

 

Department Reports 

Linda Priest 

 Greetings and salutations, fellow club members! It is 

your resident writer wannabe.   
 

Okay, as difficult as it will be, I will be a bit more 

serious now.  I have recently been honored with the 

position of Press Chairman.  The purpose of this 

position is to make sure our events are communicated 

by various forms of media available in our community.  

Naturally this includes the Palatka Daily News and I 

am exploring other means of letting our community 

know the exciting things we are doing and community 

events we are hosting.   
 

To streamline our efforts in getting the “news” out, 

please send me anything pertaining to the club that 

you would like published in the newspaper as well as 

other community bulletin boards. If you need help 

writing the press release, no worries…that’s why I am 

here, we are a team.  I will work with you to relay the 

event to the public.  Optimally, I will need to know a 

month in advance of the event to allow us enough 

time to draft and approve the release and get it to the 

proper places in enough time to allow people to make 

plans to attend.  In the case of the Palatka Daily News, 

the earlier, the better so I can workup several press 

releases to hopefully be published weekly until the 

planned event.   
 

You can reach me by phone, text and email. I am 

looking forward to working with you.  Linda Priest  

904-806-2866 email: lwbp1@aol.com 

 

Website 

 
Dee Parker 

 
The GFWC Woman’s Club of Palatka 

Website is a great resource for you and for 

you to share with friends! 

New and exciting additions to our website: 

Azalea Sales! 

No checks, no mail, no cash to carry …. It is 

now all online. Yes! We take credit cards! 

http://www.gfwcpalatka.com/azalea-city-

marketplace 

There are large pretty close up photos of 

the types of azaleas for sale.  To order the 

type, just click on the picture, or the name 

to order that type. You can add as many as 

you wish. 

Membership Luncheons! 

New for this year is the option to order 

and pay for your luncheon online. 

http://www.gfwcpalatka.com/check-out 

Go to the Check Out area of the website, 

scroll down and click on the beautiful 

photo of a luncheon table.  

Special Events!  

Purchasing tickets for special events at the 

Club has never been easier.  Already up 

and ready is the option to purchase tickets 

for the Lunch and a Fashion Show.  

http://www.gfwcpalatka.com/check-out 

Dee Parker has constructed a wonderful 

and updated website – Check it Out! 

http://www.gfwcpalatka.com/azalea-city-marketplace
http://www.gfwcpalatka.com/azalea-city-marketplace
http://www.gfwcpalatka.com/check-out
http://www.gfwcpalatka.com/check-out
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Happy New Year Ladies! 

The “Celebrate America” event scheduled for Saturday, 
February 16, 2019 was wonderful! 

The Navy Band Southeast’s  “Windward Brass” performed at 
the “Celebrate America Event”. The Windward Brass 
Performs a variety of musical styles ranging from traditional 
brass quintet literature to patriotic fare, Broadway hits and 
today’s popular music. We had volunteers to bake some 
scrumptious finger foods for the event. Thank you to all the 
members who supported our Salute to those who serve! 

Our Wounded Warrior Project will be ongoing from now until 
our April luncheon on the 18th when we have our speaker, 
Jennifer Mackinday, from the Wounded Warriors Project 
honor us with her presence. From now until April the 
Women’s Club will be collecting gifts in kind donations that 
include: 

ITEMS: GIFT CARDS: (Restaurants, clothing, grocery stores 
etc.), LAPTOPS;(used if in good working condition), OFFICE 
SUPPLIES (Pens, pencils, writing pads, notebooks, printing 
paper etc.), YOGA MATS, EXERCISE EQUIPMENT – balls, jump 
ropes, etc., RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT, GYM 
MEMBERSHIPS. EXPERIENCES: TICKETS: ( concerts, parks, 
races, etc.), RESTAURANT MEALS, RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
(fishing trips, hunting Trips etc.), CLASSES (workout classes, 
hunting classes etc.), EVENT/MEETING VENUES, VACATION 
HOMES (that sleep more than 12 people/week) 
SERVICES; MASSAGES, HAIRCUTS 

Lets support those service men and women who have served 
in the military and gave more than their time! 

Any questions you can contact me! 

 Patti Workens, Public Issues Chair 

 

Newsletter 

 
Nicole Grace 

 
The Cherokee Rose is the 

monthly (June and July 

editions are published as 

one Summer Edition) 

newsletter for member of 

the GFWC Woman’s Club of 

Palatka.  The publication is 

designed for electronic 

viewing, and is graphics 

heavy.  Please request a 

“Printable” copy if needed.  

Included in each edition is a 

letter from our President, a 

guide to Department Chairs, 

a calendar of events, 

Department Reports, fun 

information and pictures 

from events.  We are happy 

to include pictures from 

Club events and personal 

photos that include our 

incredible club members. 

All members are welcome 

and encouraged to 

contribute.  The next 

deadline for publication is 

February   11th.  Please 

email 

nicolejanel@yahoo.com . 

Thank you! Nicole 

 

 

 
 

Department Reports 

 Public Issues 
Patti Workens 

 

mailto:nicolejanel@yahoo.com
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Happy Birthday 

 Events Calendar 
 

Monday, February 4th   11:30am Book Club – ESO Sorority 
Thursday, February 7th     9:30- 10:30am Board Meeting 
Wednesday, February 13th 9:30- 10:30am Clubhouse Grounds Cleanup  
Thursday, February 14th  7:00pm – 8:00pm St. Valentine’s Day Event 
  Dinner & A Jazz Band 
Saturday, February 16th 7:00 Celebrate America  
Thursday, February 21st  11:30am Membership Luncheon 
Friday February 22nd   LEADS in Lakeland 
Saturday, February 23rd  11:00am Arts Workshop – Wood Flowers 
Monday, February 25th 3:00 -  4:00pm  Assisted Living Visit 
Thursday, February 28th 5:30pm One Book One Putnam Finale 
Friday, February 29th 12 midnight Azalea Orders Due 
Monday, March 4th   11:30am Book Club – ESO Sorority 
Thursday, March 7th    9:30- 10:30am Board Meeting 
Wednesday, March 13th  9:30- 10:30am Clubhouse Grounds Cleanup  
Tuesday, March 26th   March of Dimes Luncheon 
    
 
 

 
 

FEBRUARY 
 

Tiffany Flanders February 15th  
Eddie Petersen, Eddie February 16th 
Lucille Estes February 17th  
Helen Pivko, February 17th  
Alice Overturf, February 24th 
June Allen, February 27th     
 

    march 
 

Beverly Domen, March 1st 
Nora Rensel, March 8th 
Mary Crawford, March 16th 
Dorothy McAfee, March 21st 
Betsy Driggers, March 22nd 
Cheryl Meis, March 29th 
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Carwash Tickets 
160 US Hwy 17 South 

 East Palatka, FL 

Monday –Friday 9:00am – 5:30pm 

Saturday 8:30am - 3:00pm 

Purchase a ticket from GFWC Woman’s Club of 

Palatka for $10 for a car wash at Sunset Point Car 

Wash. Ticketed service includes exterior wash and 

interior clean.  

Contact Edna Rivers. 
 

March 4th Book Club –  

Catch up with the best books to read! 

First Mondays Each Month 11:30a.m. to 12:30p.m.  

Palatka Little House Contact Linda B.  
 

ESO Sorority selection …. The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy. Douglas 

Adam’s small novel is a fun, If irreverent look at how universal our lives truly are. 

There are no unique problems, only unique individuals. This was a read aloud 

book a few years ago in our home, and it was full of laughter. As a bonus, you 

will indeed find the answer to the great question of Life, the Universe and 

Everything. 

Ε Σ Ο 

ESO (Epsilon Sigma Omicron) is an honorary educational sorority open to all per-capita 
paying GFWC Federated club members.  It was started by the Indiana Federation of Clubs in 

1928, followed by Washington State in 1930.  There are now 35 states with chapters. 
The Florida chapter of ESO is the “Sigma” Chapter and was started in 1953 under the Administrative Agency 

of the Extension Division, Florida State University, Florida State Library. The purpose of ESO is to provide 
clubwomen with a structured reading program to promote individual educational pursuits and stimulate a 

desire for self-improvement. 
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Arts Workshop    

Wood flower assembly 

Saturday, February 23, 2019 

11:00am 

No charge, just bring your 

glue gun and sticks!!! 

Just for Fun!!! 

Sign Up at the Membership Luncheon  

on Thursday, February 21st. 

LEADS 
Leadership. It’s a serious issue for many clubs.  
 
Our members are intelligent, community 
minded, motivated and well connected. 
 

Members, even ones who have been active for 
many years, are reluctant to take an office or 
even a chairmanship. They are competent, 
knowledgeable, and hard-working but they 
always say “No”. Maybe they just don’t really 
understand what these positions entail. People 
are often more likely to accept leadership 
positions if they have a good idea of what is 
expected and know that they will be nurtured 
and supported along the way. 
 
GFWC Florida LEADS is designed to identify 
members at the club level who have the 
potential and a desire to assume leadership 
positions in their clubs.  
 
GFWC Florida LEADS will provide participants 
with knowledge, capability, confidence 
and commitment to work more effectively in 
their clubs. 
 
The GFWC Florida LEADS seminar will be held 
at GFWC United Women’s Club of Lakeland. It 
will be a full day of activities. Sessions on time 
management, conflict resolution, 
parliamentary procedure, public speaking skills, 
delegating, 
protocol, GFWC organizational history and 
other topics will be presented. 
 

From District 4: 
 

Leadership  

is Not About  

Being the Best …. 

It is About  

Making Everyone 

Else Better. 
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Brown’s Landing Conservation Committee Clean Up Party 

By Linda Priest 

January 19th marked the first of the quarterly clean ups of the Brown’s Landing boat ramp 

with Keep Putnam Beautiful.  The weather was beautiful and everyone in attendance was in 

good cheer.  Many hands made the work go quickly.  Everything from the expected beer 

bottles and cans to discarded tires were collected and properly disposed of.  The aluminum 

cans were separated from the rest of the debris collected and reserved for a gentleman 

who recycles aluminum.  An interesting find was made when someone discovered an U. S. 

Army Corps of Engineers survey marker.  

Boaters were already on the river.  Hopefully those who use the boat ramp at Brown’s 

Landing will get the idea to not throw their trash on the ground and surrounding areas after 

seeing the cleanup effort of our group.  Sadly, I am sure there will be more inconsiderate 

people discarding their unwanted possessions and trash around the Brown’s Landing boat 

ramp.  Thus the reason we have adopted the Brown’s Landing boat ramp and will endeavor 

to cleanup this historic area that retains an old Florida feel with stately oaks and palmettos 

lining the area.  It is a small treasure we can do our part to preserve for our community. 

Afterwards, Lynne Currie, a new member among our midst, hosted a lovely light luncheon 

at her beautiful two story home at Brown’s Landing.  Built in 1852, it was moved to its 

current location in 1991. Lynne and her husband purchased the home this past summer.  

The view of the river from the front of the house is calming.  Window filled vistas welcome 

you to relax and gaze at the natural beauty surrounding the home.  During the luncheon 

conversation was lively as we took the opportunity to get to know one another more.  The 

subjects discussed were diverse and ideas were flowing.  There are a lot of wonderful new 

things coming to our club and more opportunities for you to find something you can do if 

you are looking for a way to be a part of the many things this club does for our local 

community and abroad.   

Lynne, a gracious hostess, has assured us she will provide a light lunch for all who help with 

the quarterly cleanups.  But beware!  She is checking for muddy shoes at the door.  No mud, 

no lunch.  Please mark your calendars and join us, Saturday, May 25th, from 10:00-Noon for 

another day of work and fun as we preserve the beauty of Brown’s Landing. 
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  Come One Come All! 

One Book One Putnam Grand 

Finale is next week! 

Thursday February 28 at 

5:30pm at our very own 

GFWC Woman’s Club of 

Palatka Clubhouse.   

This is a tradition to support 

this educational initiative 

county wide.  

Our members have  graciously 

supported One Book One 

Putnam  Finale’s at our 

beautiful Club house by 

bringing their favorite 

appetizers to share with all 

our guests.   

This is a family friendly event 

celebrating the 2019 county-

wide read Because of Winn-

Dixie by Kate DiCamillo. Don’t 

forget the Pet Photo and 

Meme Contest! Bring your 

funniest original pet photo & 

Captions for a chance to win 

$100, $75 or $50. Winners 

will be chose by audience 

vote! 

Please contact Mary Crawford 

with inquiries. 
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Thank 

You! 

Celebrate America Patriotic Concert 
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   Celebrate America Patriotic Concert 


